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(context  AND  NATIONAL  INTEREST:  The  most  stn  ang  characteristic 
of  Soutn  Asian  political  relationships  tocay  is  that  they  appear 
strancsc  m  a  Cole  War  time  warp.  To  a  far  greater  degree  t.ian  other 
major  regions,  tne  two  principal  Soutn  Asian  powers  continue  to  thm< 
and  act  very  muen  as  t.iey  cid  before  tne  Berlin  Wall  came  cown.  Indeec, 
m  many  ways,  both  Incia  anc  Pakistan  have  good  reason  to  regret  tne  enc 
of  tne  Cole  War.  Certainly  East-West  tension  providec  tne  two  nations  a 
hancy  instrument  for  manipulating  tneir  patrons.  Tney  adroitly 
extractec  not  only  assistance,  but  'm  tne  case  of  Pacistan,  in 
particular  implicit  security  assurances  as  well.  For  a  prestige¬ 
conscious  Incian  elite,  meanwhile,  the  Cole  War  offeree  exceptional 
opportunities  to  mace  its  marc  on  tne  international  scene  Incia' s 
successful  combination  of  democracy  and  Faman  socia.ism,  its 
willingness  to  tnumo  its  nose  at  American  interests,  ane  its  rooust 
leaeersnip  cf  tne  Non-Aligned  Movement  gave  it  several  eecaees  of 
Internationa,  influence  far  out  of  proportion  to  its  mocest  economic  ane 
military  means. 

On  tne  surface,  tnerefore,  little  has  cnangee  m  tne  last  fifty 
years  in  the  oasic  political  ane  security  equation  on  tne  sub-continent 
3oth  Incia  ane  Pacistan  continue  to  regare  tne  otner  as  tne  major  tnreat 
to  tneir  own  security,  both  continue  to  spene  neavily  on  military 
estanlisnments,  ane  eacn  still  holds  steadfastly  to  claims  in  Kashmir 
completely  unacceptao_e  to  tne  otner.  Altnougn  a  fourtn  Ineo-Pa cistani 
war  is  neither  imminent  nor  inevitable,  it  is  striking  that  the  passage 
of  a  ha_f  century  has,  far  from  cissipatmg  bilateral  tensions,  actual_y 
exacerbated  tnem.  With  the  suo-continent  on  a  perpetual  war-footing,  it 
is  eifficult  for  either  country  to  focus  on  tne  funcamental  economic 
problems  tney  botn  snare 

Ee.ow  tnis  crust  of  political  stagnation,  however,  lie  broaeer 
politica_,  economic,  ane  social  trenes  that  coulc  --  given  a  cose  of 


political  will  —  pusn  tne  two  nations  toward  a  cetente  m  tne  snort 
term  anc  possioly  genuine  cooperation  m  tne  longer  term  Elites  m 
noth  nations  are  increasingly  aware  of  the  extent  of  tneir  economic 
cif ficulties .  Although  the  Green  Revolution  ciscuisec  for  decaces  tne 
enormity  of  tne  proolem,  it  is  now  evicent  tnat  botn  nations  must 
dramatically  increase  tneir  economic  growth  rate  m  orcer  to  keep  pace 
witn  rapic  population  growth.  Witn  tne  benefits  of  improvec 
agricultural  productivity  largely  absorbec,  economic  growtn  can  only 
come  from  cnanges  in  the  mcustrial  economy.  Despite  some  differences 
in  the_r  mcustrial  structure,  tne  oostacles  to  growth  m  botn  countries 
are  similar  —  insufficient  anc  poorly-targeted  investment,  aoysmal 
ecucation,  insulated  and  uncompetitive  industries,  anc  s_ow,  inefficient 
and  frequently  corrupt  bureaucracies . 

What  lencs  urgency  to  tne  call  for  economic  reform  on  tne  sub¬ 
continent  is  the  steacy  ceterioration  in  recent  years  m  social 
cohesion.  In  Incia,  tne  increase  of  Si  cn  and  Emeu  militancy  have  been 
ear_y  signs  of  socia_  breakcown;  m  Pacistan,  Kara cm  is  a  living  mode- 
of  how  economic  stagnation  anc  etnnic  conflict  can  overwhe_m  weac 
governmental  institutions  anc  ta <e  control  of  society.  A_tnougn 
economic  growtn  alone  will  clear_y  not  ensure  socia.  conesion,  it  is 
just  as  clearly  an  essential  ingrecient. 

Jrom  a  long-term  perspective,  then,  tnere  is  remar <ao_e  congruence 
m  the  two  nations'  national  interests:  politica-  rapproc.nement  can 
spur  economic  revitalization,  w.uc.i  m  turn  wil_  lay  the  foundation  for 
social,  anc  by  extension  comestic  po_itical,  stability.  The  cnallenge 
for  governments  is  to  move  beyonc  the  psychic  needs  of  current  foreign 
po_icy  in  orcer  to  focus  on  longer  term  interests.  Tms  is  no  sma_l 
task.  even,  for  example,  if  the  politicians  were  to  accept  tnat 
Kashmir's  intrinsic  value  is  so  small  tnat  resolution  of  tne  conflict  on 
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any  terms  is  setter  tnan  none  at  a_l,  it  is  not  clear  how  tney  woulc 

i 

exp-c.m  t.iat  to  their  respective  populations. 

What  is  even  less  clear  is  how  mucn  any  of  this  s.iou.c  matter  to 
tne  linitec  States.  Wit.i  the  Soviet  threat  a  receding  memory,  American 
interest  —  and  interests  —  in  tne  region  are  clearly  at  their  lowest 
leve_  since  the  enc  of  Worlc  War  II.  That  is  not  to  say,  however,  t.iat 

I 

t.iere  are  none.  Thougn  another  Indo-Pa  {istani  war  wou_c  not  affect  us 

i 

cirectly,  it  wou_c  surely  leac  to  further  nuc_ear  proliferation  anc 

possioly  nuclear  war  —  eitner  of  wnic.i  would  be  severe  setbacks  to  the 

i 

i 

N?T  regime.  Furthermore,  war,  or  just  the  failure  to  maintain  socia_ 
orcer1,  coulc  also  leac  to  social  c.iaos  on  a  human  scale  t.iat  woulc  cwarf 
Bosnia  anc  Rwanda  comoinec.  T.ie  implications  for  U.S.  interests  are 

t 

more  j;.ian  just  humanitarian:  on  a  security  level,  a  power  vacuum  on  tne 
sun- continent  woulc  inevitac.y  expanc  Iranian  mf.uence  in  the  region. 
THREATS  AND  CHALLENGES.  Territorial  cisputes  have  preoccupiec 

bot.i  nations  since  inceiendence .  For  Pa<istan,  tne  t.ireat  to  survival 

i 

posed  by  an  increasingly  cominant  India  has  promptec  it  to  scramole  for 

I 

a  nuclear  counter-ba_ance.  Incia,  for  its  part  nas  been  confrontec  by 

cuo  t.ireats  •  a  nostile,  tnough  weaxenec,  Pakistan  and  an  unprecictanle 

I 

anc  militarily  superior  China  The  Chinese  defeat  of  tne  Incian  army  in 

i 

1962  was  a  blow  to  Indian  self-confidence.  Further,  Cnina' s  successful 

test  cf  nuclear  power  m  1964  lec  to  a  frenzy  of  Incian  activity  to 

i 

matcn  t.iat  capacity — initiating  a  regional  nuclear  arms  race  t.iat 

l 

continues  tocay. 

For  Incia  anc  Pakistan,  coomc  wit.i  internal  societal  Droolems  is 

i  * 

tne  greatest  obstac_e  to  security  and  stability.  No  single  answer 
procures  a  key  to  reso.vmg  tne  myriad  of  socia_  ills  evicent  m  Sout.i 

Asia.  In  Incia,  population  cynamics  will  create  a  nation  of  1  4  bi_lion 

I 

people  oy  2025,  while  m  1990,  ha_f  of  it's  population  (450  million 
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peop_e)  were  classifiec  as  "absolutely"  poor —  "almost  4C%  of  t.ie  wno_e 
wor.c '  s"  population  (Ro.iwner,  170-171  .  Similarly,  government 
corruption,  trace  protectionism,  an  encemic  "welfare"  system  anc  an 
exp_oitative  elite  exacerbates  concitions  of  mecua.ity,  recuces 
employment  opportunities,  anc  hmcers  procuctivity  Pakistan' s  interna, 
concitions  are  a_so  ceoilitatmc.  Not  only  is  Pakistan's  population 
climbing  at  a  rate  of  3.1%  per  year,  but  t.ieir  environmental, 
ecucationa_,  anc  governmental  inacequacies  are  at  least  as  severe  as 

i 

India's.  For  example,  Pacistani  agricultural  procuction  capabilities 
are  lice_y  to  be  outpaced  by  population  growth.  "Serious  food  shortages 
could  occur  m  the  first  decades  of  the  next  century.  ."  while  arable 
lane  becomes  mcreasmg.y  exnaustec  by  soi_  erosion,  salinization  anc 
ctner  environmental  abuses  'Asia  Society,  13) .  Notably,  m  both 
Patistan  and  Incia,  " . . . f eucal  practices  remain  strong  [as]  governments 

st3 _ 1  jrenc  to  uncermvest  m  education,  health,  anc  population 

programs..."  (Asia  Society,  14 )  . 

Tne  most  immeciate  threat  to  U.S.  interests  is  c.early  the 
potential  proliferation  of  nuclear  material  and  tecnno_ogy,  not  only  to 

Iran  anc  other  hostile  nations,  but  also  to  cissatisfiec  anc 

i 

cisenfrancmsec  elements  within  the  Incian  anc  Pacistani  populations 
In  this  context,  the  U.S.  must  a_so  remain  aware  that  our  concerns  about 

nuclear  proliferation  are  inextricably  linked  to  progress  on  the 

I 

political,  economic  anc  social  reform  agenca 

SCENARIOS •  While  the  security  anc  stability  of  South  Asia  are 

i 

substantially  driven  by  the  relations,  successes  anc  failures  of  the 

region's  cominant  nations — India  anc  Pakistan — other  countries  within 

l 

South  £sia  wi_l  also  have  either  staoi.izmg  or  cestabi_izmg  effects. 
The  South  Asian  Association  for  Regional  Cooperation  <  SAARC  has  the 
potentia_  to  be  a  stabilizing  factor  within  the  region  Not  only  coes 
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it  provice  a  forum  for  substantive  cialogue  on  issues  of  common  concern, 

i 

it  aJ.so  presents  a  structure  to  builc  regional  trust  anc  cooperation. 
However,  even  witn  a  fully  functions-  SAARC,  a  virtually  infinite  number 
of  alternative  futures  face  t.ie  region.  In  a  best  case  scenario,  both 
Incia  anc  Pakistan  could  find  the  rig.it  comomation  of  insic.it, 
flexibi_ity,  and  resolve  to  correct  t.ie  structural  ceficiencies 

currently  corrupting  their  versions  of  cemocracy.  Recucmc  covernmental 

i 

turpituce,  eracicatinc  structures  w.nc.i  promote  mecua_ity,  anc 

en-iai}cinc  education  opportunities  would  be  exce_lent  first  steos  towarc 

l 

acmeving  viaole  social  systems. 

A  second  scenario  is  more  likely — t.ie  continuation  of  t.ie  status 

i 

cuo,  or  sometimes  cescrioed  as  "mucclmg  through."  Bot.i  India  anc 

Pakistan  have  enormous  politics-,  economic,  social  anc  religious 

I 

c.ia _ enges  to  t.ieir  staoi_ity.  However,  noth  governments  have 

cemonstrated  an  amazing  cegree  of  resiliency.  As  Dennis  Austin, 

I 

emeritus  professor  of  government  at  the  University  of  Xanc.iester  has 

I 

written,  "[t]he  immensity  of  Incian  society  swa_lows  up  t.ie  good  anc  the 
bac,  t.ie  rig.it  anc  t.ie  wrong  Lice  t.ie  Ganges,  it  carries  everyt.ung 
wit.i  it.  T.ie  terno_e  events  of  1984  [storming  of  the  Si  c.i  go_cen 
temple  m  Amritsar,  t.ie  assassination  of  Incira  G.ianci,  anc  t.ie  massacre 

t 

of  Si «cns  m  Delm]  and  the  later  years  have  hac  t.ieir  effect,  but  a_ong 
wit.i  f:.ie  natural  disasters  of  eart.i  cuaces  anc  floocs,  t.iey  will  oecome 

i 

part  of  t.ieir  time,  not  forgotten,  but  absorbec"  '  Austin,  49-50  .  Jor 
Pacistan,  t.ie  strongly  re-igious  cimension  of  t.ieir  government  anc 
society  provices  a  basis  for  their  co.iesiveness  anc  encurance.  Despite 

i 

t.ie  self-inflicted  pressures  of  ineffective  economic  policies,  or  the 
perce_ved  external  threats  to  state  sovereignty,  t.ie  "funcamentalist" 
aspects  of  Islam  ".  .means  authenticity  anc  rootecness,  w.iic.i  gives  it 

i 

strength  and  resilience"  i  Rupesmg.ie,  55  . 
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In  fact,  a  less-likely  —  yet  more-ominous  —  possibility  also 

looms  —  social  cisintegration  that  procuces  civil  anc  reciona.  war 

I 

leaning  to  nuclear  catastrop.ie.  Terrorism  m  both  its  state-sponsorec 
anc  external  forms  continues  to  haunt  Kasnmir,  as  well  as  other 

i 

suorecional  areas.  Furthermore,  rising  politics-  expectations  from  t.ie 
lower  classes,  combined  with  uncheccec  government  corruption,  could 
procuce  a  convergence  of  negative  pressures  whic.i  woulc  uncermine  power 
elites  in  Patistan  anc  Incia.  To  the  extent  t.iat  either  government 

feels  ^.ireatenec,  exnlosive  rhetoric  blaming  internal  concitions  on 

i 

external  actors  coulc  lead  to  conventional  military  action  over  Kasnmir, 
possibly  escalating  to  nuclear  cevastation. 

'fhese  scenarios  consider  a  wide  variety  of  potential  outcomes.  It 
will  be  t.ie  willingness  of  regional  actors  to  participate  responsibly  m 

i 

bilatera-  anc  multilateral  forums  anc  t.ie  cept.i  of  t.ieir  cesires  to 

resolve  t.ie  funcamental  prob_ems  of  the  region  whic.i  will  be  t.ie  truly 

I 

critical  factors  determining  w.nc.i  scenario  wins  out. 

I 

POLICY  OBJECTIVES:  W.ule  it  is  true  t.iat  internal  problems  are 

the  greatest  long-term  threats  to  Incia  anc  Paustan,  t.ns  is  ironica_ly 

l 

t.ie  area  m  w.nc.i  the  U  S  will  have  t.ie  least  mf.uence  It  is  t.ius 

more  effective  for  us  to  focus  on  recucing  regional  security  t.ireats  in 

I 

orcer  to  al_ow  t.iose  governments  t.ie  breathing  space  anc  resources  to 

ceal  wit.i  t.ieir  own  comestic  issues.  Any  list  of  U  S.  policy  objectives 

i 

m  Sout.i  Asia  must  t.ius  be  heacec  by  t.ie  recuction,  if  not  elimination, 

of  t.ie  nst  of  a  nuclear  conflict  between  Pakistan  and  Incia.  T.ie 

l 

leacers  of  t.ie  two  nations  have  exercisec  a  heartening  level  of 
restraint  m  recent  years  and  are  fully  cognizant  of  t.ie  fact  that 
neit.ier  sice  cou_d  truly  win  m  a  nuc.ear  scenario.  T.ie  Kas.imir 

flas.ipomt,  comomec  with  volatile  internal  politica_  climates  on  bot.i 

i 

sices,  means  t.iat  tne  possibility  of  suc.i  a  conf_ict  cannot  be  ignorec. 
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however.  Wmle  tne  U.S.  has  no  preferred  resolution  to  tne  Kashmir 

t 

question,  a  po_itical  settlement  reflecting  the  will  of  the  majority  is 

i 

botn  consistent  wit  a  often-stated  U.S.  va_ues  anc  tne  option  most  luely 
to  pave  tne  way  for  long-term  stability 

i 

Also  important  to  our  long  term  regional  interests  is  tne 

i 

successful  evolution  of  economic,  political  anc  social  structures 
fostennc  tne  full  participation  of  all  leve_s  of  society  m  a  mocern 

i 

I 

economy  mtecratec  into  worlc  markets  anc  unfettered  by  inefficiencies 
and  other  cistortions  arising  from  central  control.  Tne  U.S.  role  m 

i 

i 

assisting  India  to  acnieve  this  goal  is  especia_ly  important,  as  our 

i 

i 

engagement,  if  it  is  viewed  as  constructive,  will  set  tne  stage  for  U.S. 

I 

prominence  m  an  economy  estimatec  by  some  to  be  tne  wor.c's  second 
larcest  by  2025  Cooperation  witn  tne  region  on  countering 

i 

international  crime,  narcotics  anc  terrorism  is  also  hign  on  our  agenca, 

I 

and,  to  a  large  cegree,  cependent  on  the  presence  of  staple  regimes 

I 

[ 

sensitive  to  human  rignts  concerns. 

!To  effective_y  pursue  our  goals,  we  must  fine  ways  to  mace  them 

i 

covetail  with  tne  goals  of  tne  region' s  key  p_ayers  security  for  botn 

Incia  anc  Pakistan,  Incia' s  desire  for  recognition  as  tne  cominant 

I 

regional  power  [ootn  m  its  bilateral  relations  anc  in  multi_atera_ 

I 

fora), anc  Pakistan's  cesire  for  a  continuing  special  re_ationsnip  witn 

tne  U.S.  —  one  m  wnicn  Pakistan  is  viewee  as  a  real  partner,  ratner 

i 

than  a  convenient  pawn  in  tne  battle  with  tne  USSR.  Key  to  tne  success 

i 

of  U.S.  ciplcmatic  efforts  will  be  our  anility  to  overcome  tracitional 

Incian  cistrust  of  American  intentions  m  tne  region  anc  to  establisn  a 

I 

constructive  cialogue  on  issues  of  mutual  concern 

t 

In  making  policy  choices,  tne  U  S  snoulc  bear  m  mind  tnat  its 

I 

i 

interests  m  South  Asia,  wnile  important,  are  not  vita_  Tne 
recognition  of  tnis  fact  simultaneously  constrains  our  choices  —  by 


7 


logically  limiting  the  resources  we  are  preparec  to  expenc  —  and 
expancs  them  by  opening  the  way  for  the  constructive  engagement  of 
partners  we  mig.it  not  trust  with  issues  more  central  to  our  own 
security.  Bot.i  Russia  and  China  are  key  p_ayers  m  Sout.i  Asian  security 
anc  psyc.io_ocy,  and  bot.i  arguably  have  more  to  lose  from  regiona_ 
instability  or  nuclear  conflict  t.ian  we  do.  As  we  see<  to  "engage" 

C.nna  anc  demonstrate  to  Russia  t.iat  we  respect  t.ie  legitimate  role  it 
is  cestmec  to  play  m  worlc  events,  t.ie  Incia-Pa cistan  conflict  seems  a 
reasonable  test  of  both  t.ieir  intentions  anc  ours. 

Incia  has  repeatedly  defencec  its  nuclear  program  by  citing  the 
t.ireat  from  Cmna,  w.ule  Pakistan  has  assertec  its  unwillingness  to  bacc 
away  from  its  own  program  wit.iout  similar  moves  from  Incia.  It  has  been 
reportec  that  C.nnese  representatives  have  privately  mcicated  a 
wi.lmcness  to  ciscuss  receploymg  missiles  threatening  Incia.  Recucec 
borcer  tensions  anc  t.ie  recent  agreement  by  t.ie  Chinese  to  rep_enis.i  t.ie 
nuc_ear  fuel  neecec  for  the  Tarapur  power  reactors  are  ot.ier  indications 
t.iat  ole  hostilities  are  softening  Per.iaps  now  is  t.ie  moment  for  C.nna 
to  emerge  as  a  stabilizing  force  in  t.ie  region  anc  tace  the  first  step 
toward  recucmg  tensions  by  receploymg  t.iose  missiles  Moscow's 
participation/cosponsors.np  of  negotiations  towarc  t.ns  goal  would 
reassert  its  prominence  anc  per.iaps  serve  to  reassure  its  former 
protege.  A  carefu_  analysis  of  C.nna' s  anc  Russia's  own  regional 
agenca,  and  an  assessment  of  t.ie  net  effect  of  t.ieir  inclusion,  shculc 

precede  a  fu' _ -court  press  to  enlist  t.ieir  assistance 

As  we  consicer  enlisting  Beijing  anc  Moscow  in  t.ie 

nonproliferation  effort,  we  may  also  wish  to  test  t.ie  waters  for  a  role 

l 

for  a  far  more  re_iaole  ally  -  t.ie  Unitec  Xmgcom  -  in  the  Xas.imir 
cispute  Despite  the  bitterness  of  the  colonia_  legacy,  regiona.  ties 

i 

to  Eritam  have  remamec  strong,  anc  Loncon  may  be  acceptec  as  an  honest 
broker  m  unrave.ing  t.ie  Gorcian  knot  it  created  at  t.ie  time  of 
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Independence  Security  Council  permanent  memoers  snou_c  cent_y  out 

I 

consiistent-y  r emnc  Incia  tnat  it  is  unlikely  to  secure  its  covetec 

i 

place  on  tne  Council  wmle  it  fails  to  implement  UNSC  resolutions  anc 

i 

its  own  plecce  to  implement  a  plebiscite  m  Kashmir.  In  our  bilateral 

i 

i 

relations  witn  New  Delhi,  we  should  recognize  India's  mevitar.e 
preeminence  m  tne  region  m  symoo_ic  ways  -  mi_itary  fleet  exercises, 

l 

high  level  visits  not  automatica_ly  coupled  wits  reciprocal  visits  to 

i 

Islamaoao  -  wmle  linking  more  suostantive  cooperation  witn  movement 

i 

toward  a  resolution  m  Kasnmir. 

I 

Some  decree  of  progress  on  Kasmtiir  will  be  a  necessary  foundation 
for  building  tne  mutual  confidence  that  could  m  time  lead  to 

l 

I 

denuclearization.  Sucn  confidence  wou_c  not  crow  overnight,  nut  would 

I 

i 

ratner  be  tne  resu_t  of  a  variety  of  incremental  steos  toward 

I 

I 

cooperation  on  botn  security  anc  transnationa_  issues.  American 

i 

assistance  anc  training  resources  cou_o  be  usee  to  encourage  India  anc 

I 

Pakistan  to  undertake  ]omt  efforts  m  po_itically  neutral  endeavors 

i 

sucn  as  peace <eepmg,  disaster  assistance  anc  humanitarian  re_ief.  Over 
time,  tne  vxsio_e  evidence  of  common  interests  will  erode  antaoonisms, 

i 

defuse  tensions  anc  pave  tne  way  for  reduced  re_iance  cn  military 

I 

I 

so_uti)ons.  Renewed  U  S  military  assistance  to  ?a<istan  is  a  crucia_ 

i 

element  m  tnis  process.  Finding  tne  least  pamfu.  way  to  waive  tne 

i 

Pressler  Amendment  with  respect  to  Pakistan  will  moeeo  be  difficult, 

i 

anc  wet  will  have  to  wor<  hare  to  prevent  sucn  a  move  from  undercutting 
our  commitment  to  nonproliferation  around  tne  wor.c.  It  is  nevertneless 

t 

I 

an  option  worth  exploring.  U.S  intelligence  assets  could  play  an 

I 

integral  part  m  this  strategy.  A  U.S.  commitment  ior  tnreat,  depending 

I 

I 

on  one'js  point  of  view)  to  monitor  tne  region  anc  retort  to  eitner  party 

I 

any  indications  of  impending  military  threat  by  tne  otner  could  bolster 

I 

I 

security  and  pave  tne  way  for  some  bilatera_  confidence  building 


I 

I 

I 

I 
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i 

i 


Domestic  instability  remains  a  major  threat  to  noth  Pakistan  anc 


Incia  Tne  U.S.  shoulc  support  a  strengthened  SAAAC,  wmcn  might  be 

i 

l 

aole  to  convince  both  countries  to  work  toward  common  solutions  to 

I 

s.iarec  economic  anc  socia_  proo_ems .  On_y  constant  pressure  from  major 
nowers  and  neighbors  m  the  region  will  convince  India  anc  Pakistan  to 

i 

i 

co  beyond  their  psychic  neecs  for  prestige  anc  hich-pricec  security  to 

i 

atterjc  to  their  funcamenta_  neecs  of  providing  for  populations  in  urgent 

i 

neec  of  ecucation,  health  care  and  economic  opportunity.  The  U.S.  can 

i 

i 

assist  by  resuming  targeted  assistance  to  Pacistan  (again,  assuming  the 

t 

Press_er  waiver  anc  sponsoring  low-key  acacemic  and  other  exchanges 

i 

that  ‘throw  together  up-anc-coming  leacers  from  Incia  anc  Pakistan 

i 

Although  the  U  S.  cannot  guarantee  that  American  business  will  floc<  to 

I 

I 


the  region,  it  can  continue  to  encourage  anc  assist  both  countries  m 

t 

I 

implementing  policies  leacing  to  the  stability  anc  transparency 
attra'ctive  to  the  private  sector. 

I 

CONCLUSION.  All  three  countries  m  this  stucy  have  been  s_ow  m 

i 

l 

acjustmg  their  po_icies  to  post-Co_c  War  realities  A_tnougn  neither 

i 

Incian  anc  Pakistani  elites  are  unaware  of  the  fact  that  change  is 

ca _ eg  for,  they  aooear  to  be  moving  m  fits  anc  starts  rather  than 

i 

i 

taking  the  forcefu_,  rapic  steps  that  the  seriousness  of  tneir  problems 

I 

wou.c,  suggest.  America,  cespite  its  de  facto  cisengagement  from  tne 

i 

region,  can  still  p_ay  a  positive  ro_e  by  nucgmg  these  ole  antagonists 

I 

tcwar4  greater  cooperation  Ironically,  America's  very  disinterest  m 
the  region  may  mate  it  easier  for  to  put  aside  its  visceral  fear  of 

i 

i 

American  medclmg  m  "its"  sphere  of  influence  Thus,  the  cna_lenge  for 


t.ie  U.S.  wi_l  be  to  find  sufficient  political  will  to  stay  engagec  in 

i 

South  Asia,  precisely  to  he_p  the  region  avoic  the  cmc  of  doomsday 

i 

scenario  that  wou_d  surely  attract  our  attention. 
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